Volunteers form 'maritime block watch' 
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When you hear the term "block watch" you think of city streets being scanned by vigilant neighbors. 

But the Coast Guard is taking the concept to Puget Sound in a first-of-its-kind waterfront neighborhood watch on water. 

Among the watchers is David Thorstad, who is now an unofficial member of the U.S. Coast Guard. 

His Federal Way, Wash. home, perched high above Puget Sound, is an now a look-out station of sorts. 

"Oh, I saw a flare on two different occasions and then when I saw the police boat heading out I just made a call to tell them they were heading in the right direction," he recalled of one recent incident. 

Thorstad is part of a volunteer force on the waters of Western Washington, summoned by the Coast Guard when there is trouble off shore. 
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The view from David Thorstad's Federal Way, Wash. home makes him the perfect candidate to be part of the U.S. Coast Guard's maritime block watch on Puget Sound.

One of the cases Thorstad was involved in was the recent arrest of a homeless man who had stolen two yachts and was holding a woman against her will. 

"I'm glad the system worked and it worked fast, it seems like," he said. 

He's one of about 100 civilian patrol all around the Puget Sound, keeping watch for everything from sinking ships to terrorist attacks. 

The Coast Guard headquarters in Seattle maps the locations of the spotters, from Bellingham to Port Haddock, to form a sort of maritime neighborhood watch. 

"Puget Sound has so many islands and so many miles of waterways that it's a very tough manage to get to those areas with the resources we have in the area," said Coast Guard Lt. Andre Billeaudeaux. 

